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John E. Kicza. (Albuquerque: University of New 


Mexico Press, 1983. 313 pages, maps, tables, illus- 
trations, appendix, notes, bibliography and index, 
$24.95.) 

In the late 18th century and into the middle of 
the 19th century, Mexico City had the largest pop- 
ulation of any city in the New World and it sur- 
passed all other cities in the diversity of its business 
institutions and the complexity of its social life. This 
is the first volume in a two-volume study of Mexican 
City life in the late colonial period, 1770 to 1821. 

The first volume deals with the ethnic and 
demographic composition of the city; the highest 
elite—“the Great Families” of wealth and station; the 
organization and practices of international traders 
and merchants of the provincial trade; with retail 
merchants and wholesalers; the career opportunities 


tor many in Netzahualcoyotl.” 


in this sphere of the economy; the social and eco- 
nomic behavior of the most successful merchants, 
the personnel and operations of large-scale produc- 
tive establishments like mills and slaughterhouses; 
and the artisans who were employed in scores of 
crafts. Throughout the study, the importance of 
family relationships in the expansion of family en- 
terprise and wealth is stressed. John Kicza’s lively 
style makes this in-depth study of Bourbon Mexico 
City most readable. g 


A LEGACY OF PROMISES: AGRICULTURE, POL- 
ITICS, AND RITUAL IN THE MORELOS 
HIGHLANDS OF MEXICO. By Guillermo de la 
Pena. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1982. 289 
pages, tables and figures, appendixes, and index, 
$25.00.) 

The subject of this book is described by the author 
as “the use and organization of land and labor in a 
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